TO  THE  CT.  SECTS  RURAL  DISTRICT  COOK  OIL. 
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Gentlemen, 


jJLj^j  iq  tq 


1  submit  Herewith  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Public  Health 
of  your  District  for  the  year  1918 :~ 

DEATH  EATS.  The  deaths  for  1313  asiongst  the  civilian  population, 
from  all  causes,  amount  to  34,  ^-reducing  a  death  rat©  cf  16.0 
per  thousand  of  population.  These  are  mad©  up  as  follows:- 


Z2  -L- 1 U  Oii  •••••*•••••  O 

Th ooping  Cough .  1 

Heart  Disease .  4 

Cancer .  3 

Nephritis. . .  1 

Respiratory  Diseases.  7 
Other  Tuber*  Diseases.  S 


Other  Defined  Diseases  10 
Only  1  death  is  regi stored  cf  infants  order  one 


*  f  **L  Ck  ' 

A  *  '  0t  j 


BIRTH  RATS.  The  number  of  births  registered  for  tne  11  months  is 


42,  of  which  three  are  illegitimate.  The  birth  rate  per 


thousand  of  population  is  IB. 7. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES.  With  the  exception  of  epidemics  of  measles 

and  inf-Lueaza  this  portion  of  the  iu strict  n&s  Leon  very  free  from 
infectious  disease.  From  tho  former  ailment  the  village  of 


Abbotcxey  suffered  most  during  February,  March  and  April,  ana  the 


schools  were  closed,  but  no  loath  occurred  an-,  the  cascade 
gradually  died  out.  I  recommended  th»t  an  arrangement  be  made 


with  tho  St.Ncots  Union  Infirmary 


for 


the  eivi-nfocticrj  of  the 


clothing  of  persons  of  such  patients. 


imm  1j h A  I n _.•>  J. o «  i. ;  th *  *\u turn i"i  th *■»  tt/ / Oi'c  upi cLemi e  p *.  i-ix-w uuii— i* 

which  raged  throughout  the  country  attacked  this  district*  Of  a 
mild  typo  in  who  earlier  stages,  the  seventy  ia creased  as  in  the 
later  cases.  five  deaths  occurred  and  respiratory  complications 
were  common.  Li  tula  could  be  done  to  cope  with  tho  infection,  as 
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the  houses  in  the  district  leave  much  to  bo  desired  when  sickness 
attacks  the  inmates.  Lack  of  bedroom  fireplaces  ami  faulty 
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(3) 


ventilation  mdke  it  impossible  to  keep  a  healthy  temperature 


and  pure  atmosphere  for  the  patients* 


DRAINAGE.  Several  defects  of  drainage  have  been  remedied  and  the 
water  supply  improved  no  far  as  conditions  allowed. 


WATER  SUPPLY.  Good  water  is  needed  in  many  places  notably  at 
Foot  Farm  and  attached  cottages, at  Abbctsley;  the  supply  here 
was  from  open  ponds,  and  quite  unfit  for  drinking.  In  default 
of  bettor  supply,  I  suggested  catching  rain  water  in  a  tank  for 
culinary  purposes,  7>  exclusion ,  I  would  bring  forward  certain 
suggestions  which  occur  to  me,  as  partial  remedies  for  insanitary 
conditions,  or  improvements  for  public  health  in  general. 

T*it h  regard  to  :- 

(1)  WATER  SUPPLY.  For  the  betterment  of  water  for  the 

villages,  I  recommend  the  sinking  of  wells  in  ground 
free  from  pollution,  -  such  wells  to  be  under  the 
control  of  the  Council. 


(2)  NIGHT  SOIL.  In  place  of  the  present  system, 

I  wouid  suggest  the  provision  of  certain  sites 

There  tho  night  soil  could  be  repo  sit  e  d ,  so  as  to 

avoid  moving  it  to  doubtful  situations  by  night, 
where  it  frequently  causes  a  nuisencc,  and  is  a 
danger  to  water  supplies. 


(3)  PROVISION  OF  MILK.  I  think  the  supply  of  milk  for 
young  children  might  be  improved  if  Snail-holders 
were  encouraged  to  provide  milk  by  the  inclusion 
of  grass  land  in  their  holding.  The  Snail-holder 
would  be  more  likely  to  supply  villagers  than  the 
farmer,  who  has  a  contract,  which  must  ofnecessity 
bo  fulfilled  before  others  can  be  supplied.  Under 
those  conditions  the  only  milk  a  fanner  has  for  sale  is 
any  surplus  he  may  have,  and  the  children’s  health 
suffers  from  the  irregularity  of  such  a  supply. 
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lour  obedient  Servant, 


/  ' 


►  •  «  t  v  J  " 

'  -  -  ■  ■  . 


x  -  r -r  r*-  *-  *v 


<  »n  «-*>  •  |  “+  f~<'' 

V  ••-V>  ....  v  *  -  * 


*2  4  »-*+♦* 


’  + 


I/:  ©x  ;  ; 


'  >  -  -  V  X 


&  to 


;"oc  '  vo- :  ,  1 '  ’  .. '  /  \ 


U  C  *if  L  .  J[  4 


♦iit 


■  -  •»  r '  r  f  r  *v  X 


.. .  lX 


I  «.  .*  V 


©' 


ft  I 


r  r 


* 


£  oc$  * 

sdcJd’  rjc?3#$d;o  ■  :fia  mat  ioc,r 

rot  r  ^  <  '-l .  c  I  r:e  .p  ac«xt 


-  r  *fAV  •-  f  ‘  r  I ^  i~-  %- 


T  ^  f 

4  it 


TOti-su  to 


•  :  ;•.'  r  .  »cr.  ::  t  :  •■  "O'  ;*■  •  ro 


#*  *S»  rf 


®  iT0  'r^S 


ft  V*  •*  ,  Pft 


u  *-■» 


v  • 


Diaitized  bv  the 


'  '  f  '  \ 


c* 


in  2018  with  funding  from 


^1  V*  «J 


d  x  xxxv  ;.  • 


ME 


'  •*•  r-  •  -h  if 

>,  i  y  ...  «i/  i  u  s»- 


**r  «■’  **■  e  w 


d“  i  ox;  f 

•4  ft 


f  *•%  "■ 

\  ^  J 


r-  *  ►.  -«  T 

—  W  sk  _  .  -  *tlM  4.  M 

:-  •  ' 

•  •  **v 

•"  *o  ?  r  •" 

k  A  ^  r*  V, 

*X»Mc;[-I&e£ 


-P  . t  vr,TT»r  vo  ''OTT  TV  Off  <1 

?  ?x  2  5Vcx  tcf  d^  XiC  iw*ill±d0  $tt£?ox 

*n  *  <•  ^  *■“  O  T*-  •  *V  '  f,-*  f\  ‘Vfl  r>f *f»f 

.  -  4»  W‘  V4  ...  u.,  v '^W  X*  *-  ‘ 


A*.  * 

iw 


rn 


* 


.  .  t  ».  V>  Vf  4J.  X  v  U 


-  f  •  •  •  f  "  V 

'» -I  X.  -  . .kJ  juIj.%* 


I nri©^  ait  £afil  cbjcocs  to 

..  ,  -  *  >  f  r  t  '  '  t  '  ?  '  \ 

^  ..  -u  .  v  .4  •  -  ■  '  *-»  » 

d o  * d  ; go  ..  cfi  i  c.  ..  ( a©.. :*i. .  t 

f  •  »  -  -  <  .  r*  ;  »  f  •  1  -S-  \ 

ij  i  i  ^  V  v.,'  *  4  W  .«  *  *  i.  v.  „  J.  ».  ^  -t.L  A.  X  X4 


.  ^  xot  {j.-,;  *xe  xx'i  x  :-l..xjx  ^IcrG  ©i;d  c-no .  d- xJbctco  ©n«»:^ 
r  Ixxo  .  .  ;£x-  tevBd  ^Bfli  &A  a 

*  i-  i  ?  r  .<■  t.*>  «*f  ®,0'  ^ r  w* 

i  w  .  «  u  i.  i'.U 


f .  w  iJ  •  —  G 


-  J  >  ,>  [  i  r  -,<■  ;■  <v  r 

■  xt  -x»  ,u  i-t  ,  4  J* 


(D 


t  V  1 


( -  Vi:-?  d  .  o  JujoJ o  •:  j. ? 


JV/  A 


>>  f  X 


https://archive.org/details/b30129242 


TO  THE  ST.NEOTS  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

#)T|4f4>^)f4#4*4H4*4*4*4*4*  *4*4H~*4#4X4X4#4*X  ^ 

/Js  So.  <9u> 

Gentlemen', 

I  Leg  $o?hand  yon  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Public  Health 
of  your  District  for  the  12-months  ending  December  1918. 

DEATH  RATE.  The  health  of  the  Urban  District  as  read  by  the 
number  of  deaths  compares  favourably  with  past  years.  These 
total  47  at  all  ages,  while  the  average  for  the  10-years, 
viz?  1900/1910  is  58,  The  47  ■  made  up  as  follows:— 


Influenza .  4 

P  il  nar:  ®  culosis .  6 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases .  2 

Cancer .  7 

Heart  Disease .  3 

Respiratory  Diseases .  7 

Diarrhoea .  1 

Nejjhritis .  1 

Other  Defined  Causes .  14 


The  death  rate  per  1,000  of  population  is  11.9 

BIRTHS,  The  total  births  registered  in  the  District  amount  to 

64y  of  which  two  are  illegitimate.  These  figures  give  a  birth 
rate  of  14.4  per  1,000  of  population. 

NO TIFIABL E  PI SE ASES ,  With  regard  to  epidemic  disease,  there  were 

outbreaks  of  mumps  and  chicben-pox  in  the  early  part  of  the 
year.  Had  it  been  possible  to  control  the  first  few  cases, 
it  is  probable  that  no  epidemic  would  have  occurred.  In  March, 
measles  appeared,  but  did  not  spread  seriously,  and  in  April 
an  isolated  case  of  scarlatina  was  notified.  One  other  case 
of  this  disease  occurred  in  November,  but  there  was  no  report  of 
other  patients  as  a  result  of  infection.  The  deaths  from 
tuberculosis  are  high,  -  6  were  registered,  and  the  disease 
appears  to  be  making  unsatisfactory  progress.  Only  once  for 
many  years  had  this  total  been  exceeded  and  that  was  in  1903,  w ben 
eight  deaths  were  registered  from  phthisis.  A  single  case  of 
optV.lris  neonaborum  made  a  good  recovery. 

INFLUENZA  EPIDEMIC.  Influenza  was  prevalent  in  August  but  was  not 
of  such  a  serious  character  as  when  it  appeared  later.  By 
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November  a  severe  epidemic  had  sained  a  footing  and  four  fatal 
cases  were  registered.  With  reference  to  this  disease,  it  has 
been  proved  that  signs  of  infection  are  noted  as  early  as  twelve 
hours  after  exposure,  but  no  data  is  to  hand  sufficient  to  form 
a  reliable  basis  as  to  the  length  of  time  a  patient  confirmes  to 
be  infectious.  Measles  was  again  very  prevalent  during 
September,  October  and  November,  the  first  cases  being  imported 
from  outside  the  district.  The  schools  we re  closed  but  in  spite 
of  these  precautions,  numbers  of  children  were  attached. 

Happily  no  deaths  resulted. 

DRAINAGE.  Definite  complaints  of  defective  drainage  appear  to 
have  been  rare  during  the  year,  though  the  flooding  of  lew 
lying  houses  cannot  have  improved  the  condition  of  things.  My 
attention  was  directed  to  a  stable  in  Eynesbury  during  July, 
manure  from  which  had  been  thrown  outside,  causing  a  m.isanc'  . 

Thi  s  was  subsequently  rectified.  There  was  also  a  complaint 
as  to  the  drainage  in  River  Terrace,  EYNESBURY.  A  new  cottagp 
had  been  erected  over  a  drain,  and  although  the  drain  was  blocks! 
both  ends,  the  nuisance  continued.  I  suggested  as  a  remedy 
that  the  drain  and  foul  earth  be  removed  and  ventilation  under 
the  floor  provided.  I  would  in  this  connection  remind  you 
uhat  orders  given  by  the  Council  for  sanitary  improvements  are 
often  carried  out  in  a  most  dilatory  manner.  Any  orders  served 
by  the  Council  for  the  benefit  of  public  health  should  be  promptly 
executed  or  measures  taken  to  enforce  them. 

DISPOSITION  OFF  NIGHT  SOIL.  Some  action  is  necessary  on  the  part 

♦ 

of  the  Council  to  render  the  scavenging  for  night  soil 
satisfactory.  I  would  suggest  the  use  of  a  uniform  pattern  of 
soil  pans,  fitted  with  lides.  These  could  be  removed  during 
the  day,  cleansed  and  returned,  and  the  present  undesirable 
system  thus  obviated. 

WATER  SUPPLY.  I  consider  it  is  most  essential  that  a  water 
supply  of  standard  purity  should  be  provided  for  every 
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cottage.  The  town  water  is  periodically  analysed  and 
remains  unpolluted.  It  would  be  quite  possible  to  insist 
on  this  water  being  laid  on  to  those  houses  where  the  supply 
:  s  of  doubtful  quality. 

HOUSING,  The  need  for  new  and  healthy  cottages  is  very  urgent. 

In  addition  to  those  which  are  actually  condemned  as  unfit, 
there  are  numbers  of  houses  which  are  liable  to  constant 
flooding.  People  are  compelled  to  remain  in  them,  owing  to 
their  inability  to  find  better  and  more  sanitary  accomodation. 

Tnis,  alone,  is  a  fruitful  source  of  disease,  and  chronic 
ill-health,  (if  not  actual  disease)  is  the  lot  of  many  of  the 
inmates.  Tuberculosis  is  fostered  by  such  unhealthy 
conditions,  and  I  would  urge  the  Council  to  use  their  powers 
to  forward  improvement  on  this  question. 

ISOLATION,  I  wish  to  again  remind  the  Council  that  there  is  no 
provision  for  the  isolation  of  first  cases  of  infectious 
disease.  If  we  are  to  successfully  fight  epidemics  in  the 
future,  it  is  not  j^ossible  to  ignore  the  importance  of  this 
measure,  and  I  once  more  recommend  it  to  your  earnest 
consideration. 

I  am ,  Gentlemen , 

lour  obedient  Servant, 

/|W 

CT^ficu  tMJfc 
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